
M AT E R I A L S

Designing for a longer life and increasing the use of
responsible materials are some of the main focuses
in reducing our environmental footprint and areas
where we believe we can make a great difference.

F I B R E  A N D  M AT E R I A L  C O N S U M P T I O N  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  O F  2 0 2 1

L a s t  y e a r  o u r  t o p  1 0  f i b r e s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a  t o t a l  9 7 %  o f  o u r  S S 2 1  a n d  AW 2 1
c o l l e c t i o n s .





In 2021, 55% of our collection
incorporated elements of responsible

and lower impact materials,
exceeding our original target of 28%.



For SS21, 47% of our collection incorporated

elements of responsible materials. For AW21, 53%
of our collection used responsible materials.

We  p r i d e  o u r s e l v e s  o n  c r a f t i n g  t i m e l e s s  p i e c e s  w i t h  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  s e n s e  o f  d e s i g n ,  a n d  o u r
s t y l e s  a r e  b r o u g h t  t o  l i f e  b y  c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  m a t e r i a l s ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  a  b l a n k  c a n v a s  f o r  o u r
b e s p o k e  p r i n t s .  We  t r u l y  v a l u e  t h e  v e r s a t i l i t y  o f  n a t u r a l  f i b r e s ;  h o w e v e r,  t o  b e  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  w e
h a v e  r e l i e d  o n  m a n - m a d e  m a t e r i a l s  i n  o u r  d e s i g n  p r o c e s s .

We  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  h a v e .  S c i e n c e - d r i v e n  s t u d i e s
s h o w  h a l f  o f  a l l  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s  e m i s s i o n s  h a p p e n  d u r i n g  t h e  r a w  m a t e r i a l  e x t r a c t i o n  a n d
p r o c e s s i n g  s t a g e s  a l o n e .

A s  a  s i g n a t o r y  t o  S C A P  2 0 2 0  ( S u s t a i n a b l e  C l o t h i n g  A c t i o n  P l a n )  b e t w e e n  2 0 1 2 - 2 0 2 0 ,  w e  w o r k e d
c o l l e c t i v e l y  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c a r b o n ,  w a t e r  a n d  w a s t e  f o o t p r i n t  o f  c l o t h i n g  s o l d  i n  t h e  U K  b y  2 0 2 0 .
T h i s  w o r k  i n f o r m e d  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  q u e s t i o n  w h e r e  a n d  h o w  t h e  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  w e  u s e  a r e  g r o w n
a n d  p r o d u c e d ,  e n a b l i n g  u s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a k e  m o r e  c o n s i d e r e d  c h o i c e s  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h
o u r  l o n g s t a n d i n g  s u p p l y  c h a i n  p a r t n e r s .

We  h a v e  n o w  f o u n d  w a y s  o f  s u b s t i t u t i n g  o u r  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h  m o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  –
a d d r e s s i n g  b o t h  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  –  a n d  w e  a r e  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  g r a d u a l l y
r e p l a c i n g  t h e m .
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https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/retail/our-insights/fashion-on-climate
https://wrap.org.uk/taking-action/textiles/initiatives/scap-2020


Our core materials at the moment are
cotton, polyester, viscose and wool.

*Based on fibre weight and in line with global fibre production.


A s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  e v o l v e  a n d  c o m m i t  t o  c h a n g e ,  w e  h a v e  s e t  g o a l s  t o  s o u r c e  a  m i n i m u m  o f  8 0 %
m o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  o u r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  c o t t o n ,  v i r g i n  p o l y e s t e r  a n d  g e n e r i c  v i s c o s e
b y  2 0 2 5 .  We  a l s o  p l a n  t o  i n t r o d u c e  o t h e r  l o w e r  i m p a c t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a l o n g  t h e  w a y.

What do we mean by more responsible materials?

We know fashion will never be truly sustainable, and we accept
our responsibility to be forever evolving with the aim to reduce

our impact on the planet. To honour the complexities of the
materials we use–and to always be transparent–we refer to

materials grown and produced to certified standards that
reduce water, carbon and waste whilst promoting animal

welfare and labour standards as more responsible.

We  k n o w  w e  w i l l  f a c e  m a n y  c h a l l e n g e s  a l o n g  t h i s  j o u r n e y  –  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f
m a t e r i a l  i n n o v a t i o n  o r  b e c a u s e  w e  c h o o s e  t o  s t a n d  b y  o u r  e x i s t i n g  s u p p l y  c h a i n  p a r t n e r s  a s  t h e i r
o w n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  j o u r n e y  e v o l v e s  w i t h  o u r s .  H o w e v e r,  w e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  c h a n g e ,  s o  e a c h
y e a r,  w e  w i l l  s h a r e  o u r  p r o g r e s s  a n d  o u r  g o a l s .

L e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  o f  o u r  m a t e r i a l s
b e l o w.





A N I M A L - D E R I V E D  M AT E R I A L S

A n i m a l - d e r i v e d  m a t e r i a l s  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  a n d  i t  i s  c r u c i a l  w e  a d d r e s s
t h e i r  i m p a c t s .  A n i m a l  w e l f a r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m u l e s i n g  a n d  l a n d  u s e  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  o f
b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  o v e r g r a z i n g ,  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  f a r m e r s  a n d  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  p r o s p e r i t y,
r e m a i n  t h e  k e y  i s s u e s  o f  w o o l  p r o d u c t i o n .

B y  a d d r e s s i n g  t r a c e a b i l i t y,  a n i m a l  w e l f a r e  a n d  l a n d  u s e  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s e s ,  w e  a r e
b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e d u c e  t h e s e  i s s u e s .





T R A C E A B L E  C A S H M E R E 

L E AT H E R  W O R K I N G  G R O U P 

C O M I N G  S O O N :  R E S P O N S I B L E  W O O L  S TA N D A R D ,  M O H A I R  S TA N D A R D  A N D  A L PA C A
S TA N D A R D



W E  D O  N O T  U S E
M o h a i r  f r o m  s o u r c e s  t h a t  s t i l l  p r a c t i c e  m u l e s i n g 

L e a t h e r  s k i n s  o r  p r o d u c t s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  l i v e  s k i n n i n g  o r  l i v e  b o i l i n g  o f  a n i m a l s 

R e a l  f u r  o r  p e l t s 

V i r g i n  f e a t h e r  o r  d o w n  f i l l i n g 

A n g o r a  r a b b i t  h a i r 

S h e l l  p r o d u c t s  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s

P L A N T - B A S E D  F I B R E S

A c r o s s  o u r  p l a n t - b a s e d  f i b r e s ,  w e  a r e  f o c u s e d  o n  f a r m i n g  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  u s  a d d r e s s
w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m e t h o d s  p r o t e c t i n g  s o i l  h e a l t h ,  w a t e r  s c a r c i t y,
a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y.

R E S P O N S I B L E  C O T TO N 

L I N E N

M A N - M A D E  C E L L U L O S I C  F I B R E S

We  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  o u r  u s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  v i s c o s e  a n d  o t h e r  m a n - m a d e  c e l l u l o s i c
f i b r e s ,  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  o f  a n c i e n t  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  f o r e s t s  w h i l e  e n s u r i n g  t h e
c h e m i c a l l y  i n t e n s i v e  p u l p  d i s s o l v i n g  a n d  f i b r e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l y  m a n a g e d .

R E S P O N S I B L E  V I S C O S E 

T E N C E L

S Y N T H E T I C  M AT E R I A L S

A l t h o u g h  s y n t h e t i c  m a t e r i a l s  p r o v i d e  k e y  q u a l i t i e s ,  w e  a r e  f o c u s e d  o n  r e d u c i n g  o u r  r e l i a n c e  o n
v i r g i n  s y n t h e t i c  y a r n s  a n d  u s i n g  r e c y c l e d  m a t e r i a l s  w h e r e  w e  c a n .  We  k n o w  t h i s  i s  n o t  a  p e r f e c t
s o l u t i o n ,  s o  w e  a r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  n e w  w a y s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  i m p a c t .

R E C Y C L E D  P O LY E S T E R 

R E C Y C L E D  N Y L O N
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https://www.whistles.com/cashmere.html
https://www.whistles.com/leather-working-group.html
https://www.whistles.com/sustainable-cotton.html
https://www.whistles.com/linen.html
https://www.whistles.com/responsible-viscose.html
https://www.whistles.com/tencel.html
https://www.whistles.com/recycled-polyester.html
https://www.whistles.com/recycled-nylon.html


C O M M I T T E D  T O  C H A N G E
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https://www.whistles.com/committed-to-change.html

